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THE GARDEN TENDER
Steve Mayfield
Next door there is a garden, carefully nurtured.
The garden tender is fifty.
In the summer, he wears
ankle high black socks with sandals
and dull, baggy shorts
revealing hairless white calves.
The garden tender sells shoes at the mall.
I sometimes shop there, and if we brush glances,
I avert my eyes while he becomes busy
straightening shoes.
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